




e have all heard or read of the Phantom, not 
specifically the phantom 40, but the name of 
the hero appearing in the newspaper comic W

strip. He is a myth, known as The Ghost Who Walks, a 
powerful and indestructible guardian of the innocent. 
Because he seems to have existed for generations, 
some believe him to be immortal.

Now I bring our masked hero into the story, not only 
because they share the same name, but who wouldn't 
want to be compared to a costumed crime fighter? 

Our sea trial was in ideal conditions, which means the 
Phantom 40 provided a soft, dry ride and her sound 
levels were notably low. Just like our hero would stalk 
its foes. The twin 370hp Volvo diesel motors start 
cleanly, while the four-bladed props on shaft show 
plenty of bite to claim its authority in the docks. Once 
out on the open water, the Phantom's hull rises and 
levels out politely. Once you're off, the spray gets 
tossed out wide.

At 1 500rpm, the engine's turbos spool up and the boat 
shifts contentedly into cruising mode. At 2 200rpm it 
reaches a comfortable cruising speed of around       
37km/h, but once you get to 2 600rpm, you find your 
top speed to be around 55km/h. This isn't maybe as 
fast as the cartoon hero would come to your rescue. 
Lucky for us the water is mirror smooth, which makes 
the tracking exceptionally good and compared to other 
craft of this size it is impressive. Once you pick up your 
cruising speed, this vessel feels comfortable running 
through the swells.

And let's not forget that at its heart, this is a real family 
cruising boat, designed to accommodate four people expected aboard any true Phantom. This practicality with cherry wood facia. Overall, the open-plan, up-
in elegant comfort, and a couple more if you're okay comes as a result of its traditional flybridge layout that market layout works well. The saloon flows through to 
with the sofa-bed conversion in the saloon. Just like has had the magic styling wand waved over it. One a galley set in the traditional location. 
how our hero is elusive, the Phantom 40 captures that supposes then, that this is exactly the kind of boat 
elusive blend of privacy and sociability that is the cruisy locals might find themselves driving. The mouldings and top deck have been designed from 
secret to a successful living and entertaining platform. the ground up, as evidenced by the curves, thoughtful 

The Phantom's saloon is like a sunroom. Light pours ergonomics and out-of-the-way amenities. Shaded 
The 40 combines the practicality required for long- in through the forward, side and back windows. partially by the bridge overhang, a few people will have 
distance cruising with the spaciousness and comfort Immediately to port is a handy entertainment centre room to kick back in the teak-lined cockpit. The bridge 

is accessed via a moulded staircase in the cockpit. It 
works better than any ladder.

Apart from the airy saloon, there are two cabins. The 
front cabin is large and has a double bed and good-
sized shower room, which works exceptionally well. 
The second cabin is smaller, but ample for two kids. 
The shower room in here is quite a bit smaller. This 
cabin contains lots of storage, including a wardrobe, 
drawer, under bed compartments, and a large 
cupboard just behind the wardrobe that is blended into 
the side of the boat.  And don't forget about the main 
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sofa in the saloon that converts into a sofa bed to sleep 
two comfortably.

The designers have done well in the bridge, which 
features panoramic views of the ocean. This is where 
you are sure to spend most of your time. It does feel a 
bit narrow, which is a result of the generous side 
decks, but it's actually quite roomy.

The Flybridge has a centre console flanked by trendy 
co-pilot or observer seats. This way, the crew gets to 
enjoy the drive as much as the captain. There is also a 
big circular rear lounge set around a lunch table. This 
can convert to a massive sun lounge. Her you realise 
that the Phantom 40 perfectly captures that sociability 
that is the secret of successful living and entertaining 
on board.

On board or in the water, the phantom offers every 
convenience. Even her swim platform is deep enough 
to sit on while donning diving gear and offers an in-sole 
compartment for the shore power cord and hose. 

Back inside we found the saloon to be comfortable and 
is perfect for wining and dining, for six people. And if 
the wind gets a bit chilly out on the flybridge, you can After spending time with this craft, it's clear that the 
pilot the craft from the comfort of the cabin. Phantom 40 is the perfect boat for anyone who enjoys 

sharing their love of luxurious high performance 
The Fairline marquee was born of one man's vision cruising with friends and family. Its strong and makes 
and passion for excellence. Jack Newman the quite the statement, just like our hero. Quite the fair 
company's founder was committed to delivering the comparison and craft don't you think?  For more 
highest quality and now after many years, we still find information on this craft contact Derrick Levy on     
these same principals integrated in the Phantom 40. 082 881 2607.

SPECIFICATIONS FAIRLINE PHANTOM 40

* Hullform and Construction:
* All gel coat and glass fibre hand laid
* Coloured hull - White  Deep 'V' forward; 18° deadrise aft 
* Designed by Bernard Olesinski and Fairline
* Full length moulded spray deflectors  
* Hull/deck join bolted and bonded  
* Integrally moulded engine bearers 
* Isophthalic gel coat backed by isophthalic resin
Deck:
* Anchor winch (electric)
* Concealed folding swim ladder to bathing platform  
* Fender set  
* Full set of IMCO navigation lights  
* Hot and cold water transom shower  
* Moulded non-slip deck surface  
* Recessed self-draining area on foredeck
* Riding light  
* Rubbing strake
* Stainless steel bow, spring and stern cleats 
* Stainless steel grab rail(s) on each transom wing
Flybridge and Second Helm Position:
* Adjustable bolstered helm seating
* Adjustable/tilt steering wheel
* Access hatch to engine room and lazarette 
* Aft cockpit enclosure covers  
* Cushioned rear seating with access to stowage locker
Aft Cockpit/Transom:
* Cockpit lights 
* Engine bay access hatch
Engines and Sterngear:
* Access through cockpit hatch  
* Aerodynamically designed engine air intakes 
* Automatic engine bay fire extinguisher system with
  warnings at both helms  
* Automatic bilge pumps for forward bilge,
  engine bay and rudder bay with manual 'on' override  
* Balanced rudders  
* Cathodic protection
* Many More

Standard Features

Pricing

* European design cues
* Generous headroom
* High performance hull
* Flybridge convenience

Verdict

* Azimut 39E
* Princess P42
* Cranchi 40 Atlantique

Competition

Vehicle and Asset
Finance from Absa

List Price:
Deposit @ 10 %:
Interest Rate:
Installments:

P.O.A
N/A
15.5%
N/A

See Buyer's Guide for finance structure 

Test Engine:

Length:
Beam:
Seating Capacity:
Fuel Capacity:
0-plane:
Top Speed:

2 x Volvo Penta D6-370
EVC Shaft Diesel 370 hp
41 ft. 1 in. (12.5 m)
156 in. (3.9 m)
4
996 litres
N/A
55 Km/h @ 2 600 rpm

Key Specifications
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