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s Derrick’s instincts 
are seldom wrong, 
it was just a matter 
of time before he 
matched one of 
these luxurious 

craft with a discerning client. And at 
last, notwithstanding the shocking 
weather conditions and red alert in 
Britain, an awesome 65-footer is 
�nally southward bound and headed 
for the West Coast of Africa.
Ahead of her departure, Derrick, 
Suzanne and Greg were thrilled to 
visit to the Fairline factory for a �nal 
inspection and boat test. It never 
ceases to amaze visitors that this 
manufacturing giant has its
sophisticated boat building facility in 
a small town called Oundle in 
Petersborough (about two hours from 
London). Travelling miles along 
narrow roads that wind through 
country towns with thatch roofed
buildings, you suddenly happen  

upon this modern factory which 
produces some of the most luxurious 
cruisers in the world. The really big 
boats can be found at the on-water 
facility at Ipswich. Of course Greg 
was in his element to be back in the 
hub of all the Fairline action, not only 
overawed by the sight of the new 65, 
but also seeing other new models in 
various stages of development. He 
watched as the brand new Targa 48 
and Squadron 48 were being built 
using resin-infused moulds – the very 
latest method of manufacture unique 
to Fairline. The resin is sucked 
through a vacuum system and more 
evenly distributed throughout the 
hull. This makes the boats stronger 
and up to 30% lighter.
In addition, the new Targa hulls have 
been specially designed to 
accommodate the new IPS 600 Volvo 
engines. These boast joystick control
for excellent manoeuvrability and 
they are up to 30% more fuel ef�cient.   

IPS engines are positioned further 
back in the vessel creating more 
interior space, they are also very 
quiet and have underwater exhausts 
eliminating diesel odours. Typical of 
a Fairline, she oozes pizzazz and style 
and totally commands the attention 
of every passerby. Her impressive 
size is the immediate eye-catcher and 
judging from her sleek exterior, one 
instinctively knows that the interior 
will be the epitome of luxurious 
sophistication and elegance. This 
65-footer appears to go one step 
further than similar sized boats on 
every level, from contemporary 
design, to spaciousness and comfort. 
Stepping on board, you enter a world 
that is like being transported in a 
�oating villa. It took the next two 
days to reacquaint Derrick and Greg 
with every inch of her – while they 
paid special attention to new
technology, electrical layout, plumb-
ing, mechanical systems and general

Fairline Squadron 65
to Grace African Shores!

When Boating World’s Derrick and Suzanne �rst viewed the brand new 
Fairline Squadron 65 making her worldwide debut at an international 

boat show, they were completely captivated. Their initial delight with this 
awesome craft never left them and the thought that she would be perfect 

for African waters simply grew stronger.

Pictures Dean Castle & courtesy Boating World
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equipment such as watermakers, 
air-conditioning and more advanced 
features. Then came the exciting 
part – getting out onto the water to 
truly test her mettle. Conditions were 
not ideal with chilly, overcast weather 
and brown murky water, but not 
even the drizzle could dampen the 
spirits and enthusiasm of the Boating 
World Team.
Fitted with twin Caterpillar C18’s she 
performed extremely well, cutting 
through the slight chop as if it didn’t 
exist and effortlessly reaching up to 
35 knots. Tight turns were easily 
negotiated even at high speed and at 
no time did the party feel anything 
but con�dently secure, even seated 
upstairs on the �ybridge. In fact, 
being up there at speed is a particu-
larly exhilarating experience!
This sexy, alfresco-style area sums up 
the personality of this yacht. Spacious 
and easy to move around in, this 
entertainer’s dream spot could not 
get better.  It has three distinct social 
areas: the forward cruising chaise 
longue and sun pad, the aft facing 
sunbeds and the extensive 
seating/dining area. Apart from the 
odd trip down to the sumptuous day 

head, there really is no need to move 
once one’s comfortably ensconced up 
here! Derrick had this to say, “The 
views are spectacular and every care 
in the world just melts away as you 
glide along the waves with the wind 
on your face.” 
The bar area meets every gastronomic 
need from drinks to eats, thanks to 
the refrigerator, icemaker, sink and 
BBQ griddle! 
As many as 12 guests can simply sit 
back and wallow in luxurious 
comfort while enjoying the company 
of the pilot keeping control at the 
second helm. And to really get things 
“moving” there is an MP3 input jack 
with 100w ampli�er to create the 
right mood.
A trip down the teak stair case and 
you’ll �nd yourself in a huge, roomy 
cockpit. Several guests can comforta-
bly enjoy being outdoors and closer 
to the water; what a stunning, 
clutter-free spot! Unsightly warps 
and fenders are well-concealed in 
cockpit lockers, while a separate 
hatch provides entrance to the engine 
room and lazarette and there’s 
dedicated companionway access to 
the standard utility room

(or optional fourth cabin). When it 
comes to fun-time, transom gates 
lead to the teak-laid hydraulic ‘hi-lo’ 
bathing platform which allows easy 
launching of the Williams jetlaunch 
or sea access for guests wishing to 
swim. There’s also a rigid swim 
ladder and a concealed overhead hot 
and cold shower for washing-off 
before returning to the cockpit. And 
in case you’re wondering, you can 
have a really intimate cocktail hour 
here with special ambience to boot – 
as blue LED ‘mood lighting’ is an 
available option. 
Wander through the huge glass door 
and you’ll �nd yourself in the lounge 
area complete with a U-shaped settee 
around a coffee table. This is a great 
spot from which to watch the TV to 
starboard. Once inside you’ll be 
struck by the key feature of the 
Squadron 65 – the �at-�oor single 
level interior giving an uninterrupted 
view from the saloon to the dinette 
and galley.  This design is normally 
reserved for much larger yachts but 
Fairline’s designers have embraced it 
so successfully in this model that the 
boat seems to go on forever!

The modern square �nishes to the 
furniture add to the contemporary 
look and there are plenty of storage 
options – which blend in so well the 
uninitiated will not even realise 
they’re there!
The feeling of “endlessness” is 
enhanced by the long central window 
running the full length of the sun pad 
on the foredeck which �oods the 
forward cabin with light and adds a 
unique look to the exterior. 
The free-�owing saloon area allows 
guests to interact more freely and 
with the galley positioned at the heart 
of the yacht there is every 
opportunity to socialise with all those 
around you. This popular space has a 
practical worktop spot and features a 
four-element cooktop. In addition 
there is a combination convection 
oven/microwave with overhead 
odour extractor. A step up from this 
section and you’ll �nd yourself in the 
helm station which has plush leather 
seats and gleams with so many 
brightly lit displays, switches and 
buttons it resembles the high-tech 
cockpit of a Boeing! You could be

forgiven for thinking you’re about to 
blast off into the future. The latest 
technological advancements from a 
touch-screen console at the helm 
station to the Fairline Systems 
‘PILOT’ gives control of the boat and 
access to the sophisticated electrical 
system. Incidentally, all the throttles, 
gears, bow and stern thrusters – are 
duplicated in a remote control (on a 
cable) that plugs in aft and can be 
operated from any spot on the boat to 
facilitate easier parking. To help with 
docking, this can even be safely

used from the sides of the boat where 
the walkway is comfortably wide and 
sports high rails for added safety.
Below decks, the 65 can 
accommodate up to eight overnight 
passengers in absolute comfort. 
Guests will love the forward cabin 
which is as luxuriously appointed as 
the mid-ships full beam master 
stateroom. 
Both are spaciously open-plan and 
airy, as panoramic full length 
overhead windows maximise natural 
lighting which �oods into this space. 
Both feature elegant ‘�oating’ bed 
designs and massive wardrobe and 
storage space. The port and starboard 
guest cabins with twin single berths 
share the guest en suite. The 
multipurpose en-suite aft 
cabin/utility room can also be used 
as extra sleeping accommodation 
with its twin, fold-up berth
arrangement. This has access via the 
cockpit or there’s private access 
through the transom and there is a 
big window facing aft. Ideal for 
weekends away, far from the bustle of 
life, this Fairline 65 is capable of

©Leisure Boating magazine
www.leisureboating.co.zaboating

SA’s top selling powerboat magazine

leisure



www.leisureboating.co.za 
May 2014 15

equipment such as watermakers, 
air-conditioning and more advanced 
features. Then came the exciting 
part – getting out onto the water to 
truly test her mettle. Conditions were 
not ideal with chilly, overcast weather 
and brown murky water, but not 
even the drizzle could dampen the 
spirits and enthusiasm of the Boating 
World Team.
Fitted with twin Caterpillar C18’s she 
performed extremely well, cutting 
through the slight chop as if it didn’t 
exist and effortlessly reaching up to 
35 knots. Tight turns were easily 
negotiated even at high speed and at 
no time did the party feel anything 
but con�dently secure, even seated 
upstairs on the �ybridge. In fact, 
being up there at speed is a particu-
larly exhilarating experience!
This sexy, alfresco-style area sums up 
the personality of this yacht. Spacious 
and easy to move around in, this 
entertainer’s dream spot could not 
get better.  It has three distinct social 
areas: the forward cruising chaise 
longue and sun pad, the aft facing 
sunbeds and the extensive 
seating/dining area. Apart from the 
odd trip down to the sumptuous day 

head, there really is no need to move 
once one’s comfortably ensconced up 
here! Derrick had this to say, “The 
views are spectacular and every care 
in the world just melts away as you 
glide along the waves with the wind 
on your face.” 
The bar area meets every gastronomic 
need from drinks to eats, thanks to 
the refrigerator, icemaker, sink and 
BBQ griddle! 
As many as 12 guests can simply sit 
back and wallow in luxurious 
comfort while enjoying the company 
of the pilot keeping control at the 
second helm. And to really get things 
“moving” there is an MP3 input jack 
with 100w ampli�er to create the 
right mood.
A trip down the teak stair case and 
you’ll �nd yourself in a huge, roomy 
cockpit. Several guests can comforta-
bly enjoy being outdoors and closer 
to the water; what a stunning, 
clutter-free spot! Unsightly warps 
and fenders are well-concealed in 
cockpit lockers, while a separate 
hatch provides entrance to the engine 
room and lazarette and there’s 
dedicated companionway access to 
the standard utility room

(or optional fourth cabin). When it 
comes to fun-time, transom gates 
lead to the teak-laid hydraulic ‘hi-lo’ 
bathing platform which allows easy 
launching of the Williams jetlaunch 
or sea access for guests wishing to 
swim. There’s also a rigid swim 
ladder and a concealed overhead hot 
and cold shower for washing-off 
before returning to the cockpit. And 
in case you’re wondering, you can 
have a really intimate cocktail hour 
here with special ambience to boot – 
as blue LED ‘mood lighting’ is an 
available option. 
Wander through the huge glass door 
and you’ll �nd yourself in the lounge 
area complete with a U-shaped settee 
around a coffee table. This is a great 
spot from which to watch the TV to 
starboard. Once inside you’ll be 
struck by the key feature of the 
Squadron 65 – the �at-�oor single 
level interior giving an uninterrupted 
view from the saloon to the dinette 
and galley.  This design is normally 
reserved for much larger yachts but 
Fairline’s designers have embraced it 
so successfully in this model that the 
boat seems to go on forever!

The modern square �nishes to the 
furniture add to the contemporary 
look and there are plenty of storage 
options – which blend in so well the 
uninitiated will not even realise 
they’re there!
The feeling of “endlessness” is 
enhanced by the long central window 
running the full length of the sun pad 
on the foredeck which �oods the 
forward cabin with light and adds a 
unique look to the exterior. 
The free-�owing saloon area allows 
guests to interact more freely and 
with the galley positioned at the heart 
of the yacht there is every 
opportunity to socialise with all those 
around you. This popular space has a 
practical worktop spot and features a 
four-element cooktop. In addition 
there is a combination convection 
oven/microwave with overhead 
odour extractor. A step up from this 
section and you’ll �nd yourself in the 
helm station which has plush leather 
seats and gleams with so many 
brightly lit displays, switches and 
buttons it resembles the high-tech 
cockpit of a Boeing! You could be

forgiven for thinking you’re about to 
blast off into the future. The latest 
technological advancements from a 
touch-screen console at the helm 
station to the Fairline Systems 
‘PILOT’ gives control of the boat and 
access to the sophisticated electrical 
system. Incidentally, all the throttles, 
gears, bow and stern thrusters – are 
duplicated in a remote control (on a 
cable) that plugs in aft and can be 
operated from any spot on the boat to 
facilitate easier parking. To help with 
docking, this can even be safely

used from the sides of the boat where 
the walkway is comfortably wide and 
sports high rails for added safety.
Below decks, the 65 can 
accommodate up to eight overnight 
passengers in absolute comfort. 
Guests will love the forward cabin 
which is as luxuriously appointed as 
the mid-ships full beam master 
stateroom. 
Both are spaciously open-plan and 
airy, as panoramic full length 
overhead windows maximise natural 
lighting which �oods into this space. 
Both feature elegant ‘�oating’ bed 
designs and massive wardrobe and 
storage space. The port and starboard 
guest cabins with twin single berths 
share the guest en suite. The 
multipurpose en-suite aft 
cabin/utility room can also be used 
as extra sleeping accommodation 
with its twin, fold-up berth
arrangement. This has access via the 
cockpit or there’s private access 
through the transom and there is a 
big window facing aft. Ideal for 
weekends away, far from the bustle of 
life, this Fairline 65 is capable of

©Leisure Boating magazine
www.leisureboating.co.zaboating

SA’s top selling powerboat magazine

leisure



leisure boating 
May 201416

SPECIFICATIONS:

 Length overall (inc. pulpit):  66ft 11in (20.41m)

 Length overall (ex. pulpit):  65ft 4in (19.92m)

 Beam (inc. gunwale):   17ft 2in (5.24m)

 Number of berths:   8 – 10

 Draught:    1.37m unloaded

Height above waterline
 (inc. arch + nav. light mast):  6.89m

 Transport height:  5.63m
 Dry weight (approx.):   32.37 tons (32,890kg)

 Fuel capacity:    3,542-litres

Water capacity (inc. calori�er):  1,154-litres

extremely long distance travelling 
particularly with its ample fuel 
capacity of 3 542 litres and water 
capacity of 1 154 litres. It is then no 
wonder Derrick and the Boating 
World team is so excited to see the 
reaction of the new owners when

 their magni�cent boat �nally reaches 
her permanent home.
Call Boating World (021) 418 0840 for 
more information about this
magni�cent vessel and her imminent 
arrival in Cape Town!
See specs below:

“cutting through the slight chop as if 
it didn’t exist and effortlessly

reaching up to 35 knots”
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