Boat Review

Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 349
By Matthew Thomas
Specifications
Length Overall
10.34 m / 33’11”
Hull length
9.97 m / 32’8”
Light displacement
5,340 kg/ 11,773 lbs
Standard keel draft
1.98 m / 6’5”
Fuel capacity
130L/ 34 US gal
Water capacity
206L / 54 US gal
Cabins
2 or 3
Motor
21 HP CV/15 Kw
CE Category
A6
Information is available from:
www.boatingworld.co.za

Doesn’t she look good under sail?

It’s always great to be asked to review and
test sail a new yacht, especially one that has
already garnered numerous awards and not
only was voted Cruising Worlds 2015 “Best
Import Boat Of The Year and Best Pocket
Cruiser”, but was also awarded the 2014
Consumer Choice award for Best Monohull
over 30” at the recent Miami International
Boat Show.
Walking down the dock, my first look at this
‘pocket cruiser’ was of a smart, well balanced
design with twin wheels, a chine extending
well forward and a simple, double spreader rig.
Classic Marc Lombard lines, like the entire Sun
Odyssey range.
Billed as an ‘entry level’ performance
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cruiser by Jeanneau, it’s really an unfair
description as this yacht has been extremely
well designed, is optimized for short-handed
sailing and comfortable inside with two or three
large double cabins, as well as a huge bathroom
with a separate shower, something seldom
found on a yacht this size.
The quality of the construction is typical
Jeanneau, known for their hand-laid fibreglass
decks with an internal grid system and a balsa
cored deck that is injection moulded using
Jeanneau’s patented Prisma process. All done
superbly well.
An interesting feature is the rig features
double aft-swept spreaders and as standard
has no backstay, although you can add one as

an option. This means that the helm position
is completely devoid of any obstructions and
makes moving from side to side a breeze.
Deck gear, like the rest of the yacht, is
high quality with four Harken self-tailers and
a complete Spinlock package for all the line
clutches. The mast is supplied by Selden Masts
and everything has been thoroughly well
designed to minimise clutter without losing
performance. It’s interesting to see that the jib
sheeting angles are controlled by floating barber
hauled rings, more common on racing boats,
but in keeping with the theme of well thought
out systems and minimal clutter.
For a boat this size, the cockpit is large
and has a fold up table in the middle. The twin
wheels are placed well outboard and well sized,
which gives one easy access from the stern.
Cockpit sole and seats are finished in a modern,
plastic faux teak which you’ll be hard pressed
to decide that it isn’t wood. It looks exactly
like teak, with grain and colour variations, but
doesn’t turn grey in the sun, is easily repairable,
doesn’t stain and more importantly, doesn’t
seem to get hot in the sun!
Below decks, it’s hard to believe this yacht
is only 34 feet! Forward, there is a double berth
accessed via a large, double door which makes
it easy to access and gives you a feeling of
airiness in a private cabin that traditionally can
be quite claustrophobic.
The main saloon is simply laid out with a
folding table and seats that can double as bunks.
There are side portlights which add to the
openness as well as a well thought out lighting
system using concealed LED light ribbons that
give the yacht a warm, comfortable glow at
night, all in an area that boasts 6’3” headroom.
The chart table folds up when not in use
and conceals the instrument panels that is
simple and a top of the line Fusion sound system
is fitted as standard. Finishes are good quality
with a mix of wood veneer, fabric and Formica
and there is a ton of storage space all over the

The galley and nav area is practical, neat and highly functional.

The interior is simple yet functional and warmly finished.

yacht, all finished internally and easily accessed.
There is running hot and cold water as standard and the galley is well
thought out with space for a microwave as well as a gimbaled, oven or can
be supplied with a two burner, gimbaled cooker. With the Sun Odyssey
designed primarily around performance cruising, there is a large fridge with
enough storage for long weekend trips.
There is a large, well-appointed double cabin aft and on the version
I tested, the two-cabin model, the head has a sizable shower stall, which
means no more wet toilet seats! The aft port cabin, found in the three-cabin
model now becomes a large lazarette or kids’ room and has access from
both the shower stall and on deck via a hatch under the cockpit seats.
This has been done on both sides of the cockpit and deck access is
easy, and the aft cabin and lazarette have ample light and ventilation. All
the hatches have Oceanair screens, all the lights are LED and simply put,
spending time below is very comfortable.
With the wind starting to fill in from the SW, we left Granger Bay and
spent the next few hours putting Show Time through her paces. Having
just arrived from the factory, she has the original sails from Technique
Voile and while very basic, drove us upwind in about 12 knots of wind at a
comfortable 5.8 to 6 knots. Reaching downwind with the new asymmetrical
cruising spinnaker, we were happily doing 8 knots in rolling swells and
Show Time, weighing in at around 5,000 kg was very responsive to any
helm commands that were transferred to her twin rudders.
Motoring to the dock was simple and effortless with the 15Kw (21hp)
Yanmar diesel with folding prop.
This is the kind of yacht that we need to see more of - a fast, family
based cruiser, ideal for a one or two families with kids where the whole idea
is simple, fun sailing, trips to places like Langebaan, Clifton or a weekend
on Vaal Dam which can even be smattered with some club racing. It’s
also a yacht well designed for a quiet evening anchored somewhere or
performance sailing with friends.
Priced around R1,000,000, the Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 349 is most
certainly value for money, is well built by a dedicated builder with an
impressive pedigree and sure to delight any owner and their guests. •
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